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Great schools mean a great City of Federal Way

If you missed Dr. Campbell’s message to the Federal Way community 
at the Greater Federal Way Chamber’s luncheon on Nov. 1, check out 
her inspiring message in its entirety on our YouTube channel or FWPS’ 
website at www.fwps.org/Page/5104.

“With the Federal 
Way community 

placing our 23,300 
scholars at the heart 
of this vibrant city, 
there’s nothing we 
can’t accomplish to 
ensure their bright 

futures.”

D R . TA M M Y  C A M P B E L L
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

S TAT E  O F  
E D U C AT I O N  

A D D R E SS

A Both bonds and levies are local funding 
sources that serve different functions. Bonds 

are for construction and building of new schools. 
Levies on the other hand support learning 
such as educational programs and staffing to 
adequately support schools’ and scholars’ needs. 

The Federal Way community has supported 
the EP&O levy since 1980. This is not a new 
tax. This has been an ongoing commitment by 
communities residing in our district including 
Federal Way and portions of three other cities 
including Des Moines, Auburn and Kent, and 
areas of unincorporated King County. 

This levy is 10 percent of the overall budget and 
funds approximately 300 staff positions beyond 
what the state provides. For example, the state 
funds 3.5 nurses, and the EP&O levy funds the 
remaining 19 positions needed to adequately 
care for our scholars.

A Your taxes will decrease. Beginning in 
2019, local property owners will see a 37 

percent decrease with the replacement EP&O 
levy. The tax rate will decrease to $1.50 per 
$1,000 of assessed value. This means the 
average homeowner will pay about $570 LESS 
starting in 2019.

A The EP&O levy makes up 10 percent of 
the district’s budget. The replacement 

levy would be $33 million a year. If the levy is 
not approved the district would lose funding 
for approximately 300 essential staff like 
classroom teachers, nurses, security staff, 
counselors, and bus drivers. FWPS would also 
lose funding for special education and English 
Language Learner services, athletics, music 
offerings and after school programs. 

LEVY 
WOULD 
REDUCE 
TAXES 

STARTING 
IN 2019

FUNDS 
ESSENTIAL 
STAFF AND 
PROGRAMS

•	 Local	property	owners	will	experience	a	
significant tax decrease of 37 percent.

•	 The	average homeowner will pay about 
$570 LESS per year.

•	 The	tax	rate	will	decrease	from	an	
estimated	$3.58	to	$1.50	per	$1,000	of	
assessed	value.

This	levy	is	10 percent of the overall 
budget	and	funds	educational programs 
and	approximately	300 staff positions.	This	
includes:

•	 Staff:	classroom	teachers,	nurses,	security	
staff,	counselors,	and	bus	drivers.

•	 Services:	special	education	and	English	
Language	Learner	(ELL).

•	 Activities:	athletics,	music	offerings	and	
after	school	programs.

The existing EP&O levy is set to expire in 2018.   
The 4-year EP&O replacement levy would continue to fund 
essential programs and approximately 300 staff 
positions beyond what the state funds.

The levy is NOT A NEW TAX, and the community  
has continuously supported the district’s  
EP&O levy since 1980.

Q 
Didn’t 
FWPS 

just run a 
bond?  

Why is the 
district 
running 

an EP&O 
levy?

Q 
What will 

happen  
with my 

taxes?

Q 
What 

happens 
if the 

replace-
ment 

EP&O levy 
doesn’t 

pass?

For more information, visit www.fwps.org, email 
comments@fwps.org, or call 253-945-2000.

REMEMBER  
TO VOTE
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EP&OGreetings  

Federal Way 

Public Schools 

families and 

community,

We have the 

privilege of 

ensuring and 

supporting the learning of 23,000 

plus scholars across our 38 school 

sites. We know the work we do 

every day will have a lasting impact 

on our city, the state, our country 

and the larger global community.

Doing this work requires focus, care, 

commitment and expertise. Our staff 

in FWPS represent some of the very 

best educators. Each of our schools 

is focused on accomplishing goals 

within each school improvement 

plan. These goals align with our 

strategic plan goals. If we are to 

accomplish our goals we will need 

our families to closely monitor 

each child’s progress, and to 

provide continual support and high 

expectations for success.

Thank you to voters residing in 

our district including Federal Way 

and portions of three other cities 

including Des Moines, Kent and 

Auburn, and areas of unincorporated 

King County for your support of 

our bond measure. The passage of 

this bond means we will be able to 

make a long overdue investment in 

our infrastructure and modernize and 

expand one-fourth of our facilities. 

This investment, coupled with our 

steadfast work in accomplishing our 

strategic plan goals, places us well 

on our way in making FWPS one of 

the best districts in the region. 

Over the winter break, I hope you 

enjoyed the company of family and 

friends, and gave of yourself in ways 

to make our community an even 

better place.

In partnership,

The February 
13 measure 

would continue 
funding staff 

and educational 
programs needed  

for a safe and 
supportive 
 learning 

environment.

LE V IES  are  f o r  LE A R NING

Replacement 
Educational 
Programs  
& Operations
(EP&O) levy



 

PARENTS: HOW OFTEN 
ARE YOU CHECKING YOUR 
CHILD’S PROGRESS IN 
PARENTVUE?

We have incredible staff 
working with your child 
every day. It is essential to 

check your child’s grades. ParentVue 
is an important tool available to 
check your child’s progress such as 
attendance, grades, report cards and 
schedules. 

If you have 
already signed 
up, check your 
child’s progress 
frequently on 
ParentVue at 
https://grades.
fwps.org or from the FWPS mobile 
app. Need to sign up? Contact your 
child’s school.

We believe that participation in 
community service activities plays 

an essential role in education. These 
experiences broaden skills, expose scholars 
to new perspectives and build connections 
between our scholars and members of 
the community. In support of Strategic 
Plan Goal 2, Whole Child: Thriving, 
confident, responsible individuals, FWPS 
Class of 2021 and beyond will be required 
to complete 24 hours of community 
service prior to being granted a high 
school diploma and participating in a 
commencement ceremony. Scholars who 
demonstrate a strong commitment to 
community service—going above and 
beyond the required 24 hours of service—
will receive a certificate of merit.

SCHOLARS GIVING BACK  
THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE
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FWPS grad rates increase

F
ederal Way Public Schools 
graduation rates hit 83.1 percent 
for the class of 2017, up 3 percent 
from last year and one of the 

highest graduation rates in the district’s 
recent history. Graduation rates have been 
on the rise in the district for five years in a 
row.

“We’re excited that yet again, our rate 
in FWPS is continuing to increase. We 
attribute this work to the systems we’re 
putting in place to monitor scholars’ 
attainment of credit at every grade level 
in high school,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Tammy Campbell.  

One way FWPS supports scholars as they 
move toward graduation is by monitoring 
credit accrual beginning in the ninth 
grade. This information is utilized by the 
FWPS Graduation Assurance committee 
comprised of high school principals and 
central office staff. Now in its second year, 
this committee comes together once a 
month, reviews data to determine which 
scholars are not on track to graduate and 
implements supports to get the scholar back 
on track in partnership with families. 

FWPS also tracks the percent of scholars 
who persist two or more years in college 
and acquire a college or post-secondary 
degree. The most recent data for this metric 
is from the class of 2015 and indicates 
that FWPS is outperforming the state 
by 2 percent, with 62 percent of scholars 
persisting in college. Todd Beamer High 
School is a full 10 percent higher than the 
state average, with 70 percent of graduates 
persisting two or more years in college and 
acquiring a degree.  

All of these efforts are specific measures 
targeted in the district’s strategic plan 
Goal 5, Persistence to Graduation: High 
School Graduation Through Successful 
Transitions.
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Chess with the Superintendent continues

n November, more than 
40 FWPS scholars 
had the opportunity 
to play chess with 
Superintendent Dr. 
Tammy Campbell! 
This is FWPS’ second 
year of Chess with 
the Superintendent. 
Scholars of all skill levels 
learned how to play the 
game while enhancing 
their ability to think 
critically and problem 
solve, important skills 
that translate into the 
classroom and beyond.

Scholars, 

 you still have a 

chance to meet 

Superintendent  

Dr. Tammy Campbell, 

learn to play chess and 

receive a chess board.  

Sign up at your school 

or on our website at  

www.fwps.org/
domain/1386.

We know that our young people 
will believe what we believe 

about them. This is why having 
and communicating the highest of 
expectations to them as learners is 
vital. Our words can elevate, empower, 
and encourage our young people so they 
achieve their dreams. We know that our 
young people are students, but using 
the word “scholars” conveys the idea they 
should come to school every day ready to 
learn at the highest level. Recently, over 
40 student leaders across the district were 
asked, “Why do we call you scholars?” They 
replied, “Because a student’s impossible is 
a scholar’s possible.”

Hear from our scholars about what it 
means to be a scholar in this video, 
available on our YouTube channel at: 
http://bit.ly/2ATZ4b3

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A SCHOLAR?
More 

opportunities  
to come!

FOR 5 CONSECUTIVE YEARS



on March 28, 2018. Last year’s event was a huge success,STEM      Exploration Night will be at Todd Beamer High Scho
 
ol

with over 3,000 scholars, families, and community members in attendance. 
This event invited all attendees to experience career pathways in science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM). More than 80 booths were filled 
with representatives from local STEM companies and higher education 
programs, including Boeing, McKinstry, Google, Fred Hutch Cancer Research 
Center, Hexcel, University of Washington Tacoma and Highline College.  

At the upcoming second annual STEM Exploration Night, after-school STEM 
clubs will return, hosting interactive booths, showing off pieces they’ve 
created, and some scholars will showcase Sphero programs they’ve built. 

Aerial photo as of November 25, 2017

EDUCATORS  
RECEIVE “BECAUSE OF YOU” 
AWARD AT BOARD MEETINGS

At the October, November and 
December meetings of the Board 
of Education, the Scholar Advisory 

to the Superintendent announced the first 
recipients of the Because of You Award. 
Scholars in grades 3–12 nominated staff 
throughout the district for this award 
in response to the positive impact the 
staff member has had on the scholar, 
their school, or their community. The 
Scholar Advisory to the Superintendent 
reviewed the nominations and selected 
staff members to receive the award in 
recognition of the incredible things they 
do for our scholars every day, making a 
difference in our scholars’ lives!

Check out the educators who received the 
“Because of You” award! For information 
about how each of these educators is 
making a difference, check out  
www.fwps.org/ 
becauseofyou.
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S TE M  EXPLORATION NIGHT! 
THE SECOND ANNUAL

In addition to the many benefits of 
the state-of-the-art Federal Way 
High School expanding learning 
opportunities for FWHS students, 
the facility also allows for hosting 
large scale events like STEM 
Exploration Night. The 2nd annual 
STEM night is slated for March 14, 
2018. (See above.)

There will be more opportunities to 
invite our community to experience 
the new FWHS, including the 
grand opening of the theater once 
completed.

Raisa Baker

Angela MattsonGlyn Jenkins

Jamarkus Springfield

Rebekah Smith

Aaron Weed

Michelle Cole Natalee Daniels

Will HollandDonte Green

Dawnde Reep

Mindy Stagg

Mike Lewis

James Diggins

Emma Scott

BE
CAUSE OF

OU

This construction project 

wouldn’t be possible 

without our community’s 

support. Thank you to  

our voters for helping 

build our scholars’ 

futures!

Brand-new this year, 
scholars will be invited 
to participate in a live 
Sphero programming 
competition. FWPS will 
also continue to partner 
with apprenticeship 
programs, higher 
education, businesses 
and others to build our 
scholars’ awareness of 
post-high school STEM 
pursuits.

Mark your 
calendars —
you won’t want 
to miss STEM 
Exploration 
Night!  

M ARCH 28, 2018 
6 –8 P. M .
T O D D  B E A M E R
 H I G H  S  C H O O L

At Federal Way High 
School, construction 
and other project crews 
have been hard at 

work marching towards the slated 
completion date of 2018, meeting 
successes and challenges along the 
way. 

FWHS scholars, and those across 
the district, continue to benefit from 
the enhanced learning environments 
to help them compete for, and 
succeed in, 21st century jobs. For 
example, in the new culinary arts 
lab classroom, scholars are learning 
how to design menus, manage a 
kitchen, work in teams, and cater 
events. 

Many advancements have been 
made with the next phase of FWHS 
construction. These include:

• The turf on two of the three
athletic fields is complete. The
practice field was expanded to
a full-size football field so our
teams will have additional space
for freshman and junior varsity
sports. By using synthetic turf,
our teams and physical education
programs will have access year
round without interruptions and
mud.

• The new central parking lot will
be finished during the last phase
after the demolition of the old
gym. This will serve our staff and
scholars well by being centrally
located and closer to the campus.

• The new gym exterior siding
is completed. Scholars will
appreciate the oversized weight
room and health/sports medicine
classrooms. This will allow
FWHS to offer courses in sports
medicine.

• The theater is 75 percent complete
with the interior work in high
gear, and should be available for
occupancy in April 2018. Our
drama scholars will enjoy the
space as they learn everything
from building props to closing
the curtains after a performance.
The new theater has 400 seats
for an audience to enjoy the
performances.

SAVE 
THE 

DATE

F E D E R A L  W A Y  H I G H  S C H O O L   P R O J E C T  U P D A T E
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The Scholar Chronicle is published periodically throughout the year by Federal Way Public Schools. 

Write us at 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way WA 98003, or call 253-945-2000. Visit our web site at www.fwps.org.  

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fwps210 Twitter: @fwps210
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FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools complies with 
all applicable state and federal laws and 
regulations regarding nondiscrimination 
and equal employment opportunities. 
Contact information and procedures 
for filing a complaint or to seek further 
information can be found at: www.fwps.
org/nondiscrimination-statement.
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The bond has passed. The work together 
as a school district and community has 

culminated in the passage of the bond that 
will directly impact the 23,000 children in 
Federal Way Public Schools. 

What is even more exciting is that FWPS 
is now joining the ranks of surrounding 
districts and communities who have chosen 
to invest in modernizing their schools. This 
investment in infrastructure will enhance the 
district’s abilities to accomplish the big, bold 
goals in the strategic plan. By extension, 
scholars will have greater success. 

The bond addresses aging, deteriorating 
facilities, overcrowding at elementary 
schools, and enhanced safety and security 
districtwide. The FWPS bond:
•	 Benefits all schools and is fiscally 

responsible. 
•	 Offers more capacity at our elementary 

schools and reduces overcrowding. 
•	 Supports modernized, technology-rich 

learning environments to prepare scholars 
for college and career. 

•	 Expands early learning opportunities, 
specifically preschool. 

•	 Offers another K–8 school in another area 
of the district. 

•	 Increases home values with modernized 
schools. 

•	 Increases local job opportunities in the 
construction industry as part of school 
construction and modernization. 

Thank you parents, families, and 
community for all of your support. Now 
the work begins to modernize our schools 
for our scholars and staff. See what is next in 
the timeline to the right.

Federal Way Public Schools Preliminary Bond Project Schedule

This is a preliminary schedule and is subject to change. Last updated 12/7/17
*SCAP stands for School Construction Assistance Program. Bonds generate SCAP funds from the state.

With the bond’s passage, our next step is to 
engage our school communities with the 
planning and design of the new schools. 

Your voice matters!  FWPS will have a robust 
process to incorporate stakeholder voice including our 
students, staff, parents, and community. This includes 
community forums to share and receive comments 
throughout the design process. Also, the community 
will be informed of progress updates throughout each 
school’s construction.

Engaging our community with 
our investment and their future

The district has developed a 
preliminary project schedule  
for the 2017 bond that is subject  
to change. The schedule is structured  
in a way to maintain current tax levels. 

The initial projects include four elementary schools and 
Thomas Jefferson High School. As a high school is the 
most costly to build, it is placed earlier in the timeline 
in an effort to mitigate inflation. 

Stay tuned and check out our website for updates at 
www.fwps.org/bond.

Thank you, voters
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2017 BOND

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Lake Grove Elementary Fall 2020

Mirror Lake Elementary Fall 2020

Star Lake Elementary Fall 2020

Wildwood Elementary Fall 2020

Thomas Jefferson High   Fall 2022

Olympic View K–8         Fall 2023

Totem Middle         Fall 2025

Illahee Middle         Fall 2025

Memorial Stadium                    Est. 2026

Mark Twain Elementary                                                               Fall 2021; year subject to change based on property acquisition and *SCAP funds

Misc. Projects SAFETY ENHANCEMENTS AT ALL SITES; MAJOR MAINTENANCE NEEDS AT SELECT SITES

Planning Design Construction Occupancy


